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Abstract 

During Cold War there were two approaches reflecting separatist policies in Europe. One was 

institutionalized co-operation of the West, notably in the Council of Europe, based upon pluralist 

democracy, the rule of law and human rights. Second was Eastern European centralisation with Soviet 

dominance and hostility to democracy and human rights. In 1975 a bridge was built between these two 

separate approaches - a pan-European arrangement - the Conference on Security and Cooperation in 

Europe (since 1994 – OSCE).  

Its another innovation was bringing together as its objectives the demands for democracy, the 

rule of law, human rights and other humanitarian issues which constitute the so-called human 

dimension (formerly a third basket). Human dimension was coupled with security in their complex 

interaction as a part of the concept of comprehensive security of the OSCE. It actually means that the 

effective achievement of one value reciprocally depends on guaranteeing the other. 

However, unlike CoE and EU, the OSCE did not make requirements of respect for human 

rights, the rule of law and democracy among the conditions for admission of new members. Like in the 

UN, security considerations prevailed over those of democracy-related values. It is in this context that 

we need to address a dilemma of whether and how the achievement of security in Europe can better 

be contributed to by democratic governance.  
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